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with considerable care, but the entrance of the single seed through sur-
face soil was not impossible. At the same time six samples of sandy soil
were taken, three from the surface and three from two feet or more be-
low. They were exposed in earthen pots, covered with panes of glass,
and kept moist. The samples from the surface became covered with the
grasses and weeds of the locality, and those from deeper developed
nothing. A. A. UROZIER.

Department of Agriculture, Washington, D. C.

Mr. Pringle in Mexico.

All who read the GAzeTTE will be glad to learn ol the safe return o
his Vermont home of Mr. C. G. Pringle. He has had a * hard struggle
this year in North Mexico with drought and other adverse ecircum-
stances,” being able to collect to advantage for only two autumn months.
His field of operations was in the highlands of West Chihuahua, and, 1n
spite of the “adverge circumstances * under which he labored, he has se-
cured his nsual quota of treasures, every specimen of which bears the

stamp of the collector. T
In regard to the grasses I wish tosay that, congidering the large num-

ber of species collected in Mexico in.recent years, both by Mr. Pringle
and Dr. Palmer, the number of apparently new species or forms 18 sur-
prisingly large. Of the forty-five sheets of grasses of the present collec-
tion, received by me, there are thirty-five species new Lo Mr. Pnpgles
Plante Mezicanw, and among these fwelye are probably new species or .
varieties. - F. LAMSON SCRIBNER.

Washington, D. C,

: . *
Is the strawberry poisonous’

| The editorial in the November number of the GAZETTE In regard to
plant poisoning leads me to make the present record of an interesting
case which has come under my personal observation. A friend and neigh-
bor,a gentleman now advanced in years, 1s 80 afllicted by the fresh fruits
of the common strawberry that he is nnable even to go into & room where
they are without sufiering serious consequences. As a boy, he was aC-
customed to the use of strawberries without apparentinjury s but when
about fourteen years of age he was taken violently and suddenly ill, ac-
companied by an irritating cutaneous rash, from eating moderately of
field strawberries. The attack was so sudden and severe that he had to
be carried from the field to the house. From this time to the present, a
period of some sixty years, he has been anable to eat even a single straw-
berry without causing a more or less severe recurrence Qf the difficulty. (n
one oceagion, some ten years after the first attack, hoping that he might
have outzrown the trouble, he indulged in eating a few berries ab a k3a
party, but was taken ill so suddenly that he was obliged to leave the table
and retire to his room, where he was sick in bed for a day or two after-
ward. The first symptom of an attack is the appearance of the burnin

and ifching cutaneous rash, which always begins behind the ears an

spreads rapidly over the body; in the instance last mentioned, cOvering

he whole body within an hour. Of course, he has long 8ince learned to

avoid strawberries as he would a dangerous plague; but he ig 50 susceflt~
ible to the poisonous influence that the mere passing along the w k
near & fruit stand where strawberries are exposed for sale is sufficient to

cause a slight development of the cutaneous rash. |
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The only other case of the kind which I have ever heard of, and the
only one known to the gentleman whose case is recorded above, is that of
a distant relative of his, who is afll.cted in a similar way. Oa one 0cCa-
sion, when visiting some friends who thonght his dread of strawberries
was largely or wholly a matter of the imagination, the hoste '
some strawberry shrub, which was so disgnised with other flivors as to
conceal the real nature of the beverage. Of this he drank a moderate
amount without knowing what it was: but he was soon taken with the
worst symptoms of strawberry poisoning, his illness speedily becoming |
80 serious that his life for a time was despaired of.

The two cases here recorded appear to be essentially the same, 80
far as the effects of the strawberry poisoning are concerned, the only 1m-
portant difference being that the susceptibility to the pmison was not de-
veloped in the first case until the PErson in question was fourteen years

of age, while in the nther it seems to have been congenital,
Cornell University. A. N. PRENTISS,

CURRENT LITERATURE.

The Prothallinm of Egquisetun:.!

la this monograph Dr. Buchtien gives, in the first ten pages, a very
full history of the special studies of

Equisetum, from Dillenius in
1717 t = Sadebeck in 1879, Almost all the earlier observers, us is well
known, failed to understand the relations of the reproductive parts, and
all the later ones have been troubled by inability to cultivate the pro-
thallia. Buchtien giv

®8 2 detailed description of his methods of vulture:
The key to his success seems to be in complete sterilization. by well-

known methods, of the substrata ‘used for cultures. The remainder of
the pap-r describes fully the spore, its germination, development of the
prothallinm and jts trichomes, the development of the spermatozoids and
the formation of the young plantlet (asexual sfage). Iuto the details of
this developmental history we have not space to enter. The paper 18 a

model of completeness and logical arrangement, and is an important one
tor laboratory libraries.

Muscologia Gallica.:

sixth part, which aimost com-
hum. This part and a portion of the preced-

| ng all European species of the genus Ortho-
trichum, has been specially elaborated by Dr. Venturi. He shows a com-

mendable recognition of the variability of the species of this genus, and
many nominal species are reduced. Dr. Venturi’s work is not only of

pletes the genus Orthotric
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| Juis . vonu Dr, Otto Buehtien. (Bib° ,’
lfotheca botaniea, heft 5) 47, pp. 49, plates vi. Cassel . Theodor Fischer, 1837. Price,
10 marks,

*Muscologia Galliea, deserj ptions et figures des Mousses de France et des contrées voisines.
By Th. Husnot, e livraison. Royal 8%, pp. 161-192, plates xIy-lii. Published by the
Author, Cahan, pyr Athis, Orne, France. Each livraison, 5 franes,




